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aspirations of our citizens." 
people of the Kurdistan Region." 

He added "And it will help improve international and domestic confidence and increase investment and job 
development, while helping to raise the living standards or our Region. 

The KRG's strateqy developed in collaboration with global experts in the field, is based on the following four 

Fi 2 IheKRG is founded on the basis of the rule of law. Second, public service is a public trust Third, 

governance activities across all sectors of government. 
These actions include: 

• Create an Executive Office of Governance and Integrity 

I SS : %£££££2™ ™ anti-corruption, money Sundering and aaae. recovery ,aws- 

. Enhance public awareness and access to government information- 

e Install Integrity Pacts in key civil infrastructure projects- 

. Create a contractor ethics and integrity licensing programme. 

• Reform procurement policies, procedures and practices- 

• Strengthen financial management practices- 
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• Create a centralised, independent contractor suspension and debarment process. 



The KRG retained PriceWaterhouseCoopers, one of the worlds largest financial and accountancy consulting firms 
stability, stimulate domestic growth and increase standards of living . 



Prime Minister's speech at launch of KRG Strategy on Good Governance and Transparency: 
5 yMwZ ^krg.org/articles/detail.asp?smap=02040100&lngnr=12&anr=30495&rnr-268 



B KRG Good Governance and Transparency Executive Summary: http://www^krg.org/uploads/ 
documents/Good J3overnance_andJTransparency_Executive_Summary.pdf 



Article and additional info: http://www.krg.org/articles/detail.asp?rnr-223&lngnr=12& 
smap=0201 01 00&anr=30494 
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NOTIFICATION: The Kurdistan Regional Government Liaison Office - U.S.A. is registered as an agent of the Kurdistan Regional Government under 22 
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Atlantic Council Report Heralds Improved 

Relations between Turkey and Iraqi Kurdistan 

2 ^PlSSS^f that Kirkuk's unresolved status and stalled negotiations on the hydrocarbons and revenue 
Sharif K^totoexacabated tensions between Arabs and Kurds. He warns that conflict over these .issues 
^SraTcodd spUl over Iraq's borders involving Turkey and setting back progress m relations between Turkey 
SSn Regional Government (KRG). "If the United States is to responsibly redeploy from Iraq, it must 
bring an end-state that is stable, at peace with itself and its neighbors," says Phillips. 

Among the report's recommendations are the following measures that Turks, Iraqi Kurds, and the Iraqi government 
can take with assistance from the international community: 
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The United States should encourage the KRG and the Iraqi government to build on the recent arrangements 
' L ^Sport of oil from Iraqi Kurdistan so they can finalize national Hydrocarbons and Revenue 
Sharing Laws. 

The United Nations should intensify its mediation to resolve the status of Kirkuk within the parameters of 
" EM US? SStatioo to accommodate competing claims and prevent an outbreak of vtolence. 

The KRG should focus on good governance by emphasizing the protection and promotion of minority rights, 
' S £Sy thooKensuring use of minority languages in public proceedrngs, and guaranteetng 
minority participation in local security staffing. 

passes near Iraq's border with Turkey, 
limit freedom of expression. 

. Investments in job creation and social services in Turkey's southeast would also help address the root causes of 
popular dissatisfaction. 

The United States should appoint a Special Envoy for Northern Iraqi and Regional Issues to integrate the inter- 
' ^„cTld navigaSthe USG architecture for Iraq and Turkey. The recent designation of V 1C e 
President Joe Biden as Special Coordinator for Iraqi Issues is a welcome development. 

"Confidence Building between Turks and Iraqi Kurds," is available online at: http://www.acus.org/ 
publication/confidence-building-between-turks-and-iraqi-kurds. 
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The Kurdistan Region of Iraq is hoiding eleotions for the post of President of the Kurdistan Region and representation 
in the parliament of the Region on July 25, 2009. 

candidates, related issues, and will post results when they are available. 
' For more information please visit: www.kurdsvote.com 
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A new benchmark in Iraq 

Region moves forward on democratic hopes 

The Washington Times 
28 July 2009 

By Rep. Lincoln Davis and Rep. Joe Wilson 



transparent society. For that, we applaud the Kurds. 

^^^^^^^^^^ 

example. 

The newly eleeted Parliament has, among other attributes, more thau 30 ^/^JS^^ ^ 



region. 



Their journey has no, been easy, and errors have been made ^^g^^gg?" 
from the ashes of tyranny and are building a thriving civil society in the heart of the Middle bast. 

It has been more than .7 years since the firs, glimmers of demoemcy 

first democratic elections in the Kurdistan Region were held u 1992 thanks m large p y^ 
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Among its notable feats, the Kurdish Region has rebuilt its devastated infrastructure and created a more 
secure environment in Iraq. 

Nonetheless our colleagues and we also know much remains to be done. The Kurdistan Regional 
QovernS U nacknowledged shortcomings in governance and transparency, mcludmg the need 
to address corruption. 

To act on its good-governance pledge, the government earlier this month announced its Good Governance 

S^SesTaS urge them to act on their intent to improve their governance and transparency. 

Good governance -oes hand in hand with the application of the rule of law. In 2008, the Kurdistan 
SSS I separated from the execute and legislative branches of government to create an 
iSS^S^^U^y * Naming how to stand on its own feet, be objective and uphold the rule 
of law. Our government should help it in this important initiative. 

There also remain challenges at a national level. Both the federal government of Iraq and the KRG must 
find ™n ground, reject their nation's constitution and seek to resolve the outstandmg issues of oil 
revenue sharing and the potentially explosive issue of disputed territories. 

Tt is imnortant to note however, that extraordinary progress has been achieved on oil production. Since the 
&S7jS5o,000 barrels of oil per day have been produced, and revenue-sharing is occurring between 
the Kurdish Region and the central government in Baghdad. 

The regional government, its people and the federal government of Iraq must continue to reject extremism 
and Snes in seeking out and defeating terrorist threats wherever they exist. Progress on these issues 
will enable its friends in America to continue standing by the entire nation. 

There are no shortcuts to democracy, and the road ahead for the KRG is long. It is hard work but the 
desSation is rewarding, and our Kurdish friends have made great strides in a relatively short time. 

In the wake of the region's recent election, many - Arab Christians and Muslims as well as members of 
She groups "tod* have voted with their feet by seeking shelter in the region s security. Our Congress 
a^d m^Snistration should reflect on just how important this progress is for all Iraq and avoid actions 
that would impede or diminish that progress. 

Rep Lincoln Davis, Tennessee Democrat, and Rep. Joe Wilson, South Carolina Republican, are co- 
chairmen of the 23-member Kurdish American Congressional Caucus. 

Omme:http://ww.wasMngtontimes.com/news/2009/juL28/a-new-benclimark-m^ 
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UNITED NATIONS, EU, JOIN IN PRAISING IRAQI KURDISTAN ELECTION AS ENTHUSIASTIC AND 
TRANSPARENT 

Congressional caucus lauds "another milestone" in Region's democracy 
the Kurdistan Region of Iraq. 

Parhan Hag, associate spokesman for *Z£ftS^£*$ »Ji«*trS 
CaKS£3S ^TS^'SS &MLon and compiain, process to ensure M 

transparency. 

The UNAMI comments were among many from ^S^SSm 

and voting that surrounded what was one of he mos _ compe 1 1, ve pol tod aces tne k g y Commissjon Qf 

estimated at 78.5 percent of the almost 2.5 mrt on rtj*tov ^J%JS^e e^ral orocess took place in accordance with 
(IECI) the national body in charge of running and tabulating the results, i ne elector* u 
international standards," the IHEC said in a statement. 

in an op-ad pushed b, The Washington Times, Congressman UncoInD j£<^^ <£g"K2 %E£*t3l 
notad that "L new!, elactad Parliament ^. f™"S f JJJS^^^rtlu^,^. the Partlafn^ ha. 

httpj;www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009;iul/28;a-new-banch m ark-,n-iraq/). 

Likewise, the Presidency o, the European Union oongratuiatad "the people c, the Iragi Kurdistan Region' an the aiaotions. EU 
„„„„,, ,„ m / mail /?ui=2&ik=8d89f6364a&vie ft =pt&soarch=mbox&th=122c6dlf4d2904a7 8/5/20u; 
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Uibad Talabani, re presentative of the Kurdistan U^ n , { Governs , ft 

the United Staffs 



Remarks on the elections of 75 July 2009 W rela ted 

Institute 



issues - Middle *W 



Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen, 

Add to those impressive numbers the fact that at least 30 percent of the new Parliament „n u - , 

So the real wmner in these elections was the Kurdistan Region itself and not any one party or slate. 

^ American President John Adams wrote that "[legislatures] should be 
the people at large, as it should think, feeL 
toward. 



an exact portrait, in miniature of 
reason, and act like them." That is what our Parliament aspires 



stamen,. It sa,d that ordv 65! co mp ,a,n,s ^^S^^^^f^^ 
Because the objective voices of others are often no, heard in the din of self-serving blogs and 
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pontifications, I also feel it is important to share what those with no vested interest have said about the 
election. I promise, just a few - but like a proud parent, I want to share ALL the great comments others 
have said about us. 

The U.S. Embassy in Baghdad, in a statement, congratulated "the people of the Kurdistan 
Region of Iraq for coming out to vote in large numbers for the regional presidential and 
parliamentary elections, thus demonstrating their commitment to the democratic process." 

The Presidency of the European Union, which sent observers to polling stations across the 
region and helped with a long-term electoral experts' mission, congratulated the people of the Iraqi 
Kurdistan for holding the elections in a relatively competitive environment and in a secure manner 
"The high voter turnout, preliminary 78.5 %, shows the commitment of the voters to express their 
pohtical will in a democratic way," the statement said. 

• The United Nations Assistance Mission in Iraq (UNAM) congratulated election officials and 
the people of Kurdistan "for the large turnout, especially among women voters, in last week's 
peaceful elections" and praised voters for exercising "their right to elect new regional 
parliamentary, and presidential representatives, in an orderly environment, notably free of 
violence." 

Bipartisan members of the Kurdish American Congressional Caucus said the successful 
elections "marked yet another milestone in the Region's development toward a democratic and 
transparent society. For that, we applaud them." 

They said the July 25 election "is just the latest example" of the Kurdistan Region "moving forward in 
fulfilling its democratic aspirations." 

Fulfilling our democratic aspirations is key for us. I am quite proud of how democracy is finding a 
welcome in the Kurdistan Region. None of us had any experience in building a democracy Buffrom the 
moment the political dynamics changed in Iraq in 1992, and then again in 2003, we have been taking steps 
to ensure that our opportunities are not wasted. 

The July 25 elections were about the maturing of our society, the emphasis on the nuts-and-bolts domestic 
issues that affect people every day of their lives. One of the great Speakers of the U S House of 
Representatives, Tip O'Neill, made famous the phiase "All politics is local" and that mantra was evident 
in Kurdistan on July 25. On key national issues there was not much difference between the slates Instead 
it was perspectives on government performance, roads and education, and concerns regarding corruption 
economic development, water and electricity that shaped the debates and decisions that led up to the July 
25 vote. It was a clear marker in the shift from where Kurdish leaders were once hailed for their 
revolutionary skills to now, where they are chosen based on their visions of governance and abilities to 
make people's lives better each day. 

As stated earlier, now there will be an even more vibrant opposition within the Kurdistan parliament We 
all expect vigorous debate and there certainly will be new dynamics within the Kurdistan Regional 
Government and throughout Iraqi Kurdistan. While President Barzani was re-elected by an impressive 69 
percent m the vote cast on July 25, we will have a new cabinet along with many new members in 
parliament. 

The new dynamic naturally raises questions about what comes next - both within the Kurdistan Region 
and in its relations with the federal government in Baghdad. While it was evident that these elections were 



2/11/2010 2:11 PM 



_ ^•//wwxrl989.com/Qubad_Talabani_%20MEI_Elections_FrNAL.ht 

primarily about Kurdistan, and not Baghdad, the strong voter turnout shows that all citizens of Iraqi 
Kurdistan rightfully demand a voice in their affairs and their future - within the KRG and bv extension 
within the federal government. ' 

And I think Baghdad has already taken notice. Shortly after the elections the Prime Minister of Iraq his 
Excellency Noun al-Maliki, journeyed to the Kurdistan Region to meet with our Region's leaders It was a 
significant gesture on his part to help revive discussions on the issues that must be resolved sooner rather 
than later, for all of Iraq to move forward. We in Kurdistan appreciated the gesture and we are sending a 
delegation to Baghdad to continue to work on resolving these outstanding issues. 

Solving these issues is a great priority for our friends in the United States. We realize this and look to 
whatever guidance and support they can give us. But solving these issues is an even greater priority for us. 

No matter what the makeup is of the parliament, the elected leaders of the Kurdistan Region are united in 
their determination that the Region be treated fairly and in accordance with the nation's constitution in 
terms of national laws regarding consensual governance, disputed territories, hydrocarbons and revenue 
sharing. The July election may change some of the faces, but it will not change our focus and unity on 
resolving these issues fairly. 

As I look at the journey of democracy that is underway in the Kurdistan Region, something the Greek 
poet Homer once said keeps returning to my mind: "It is not the journey, but the destination " In 17 years 
since the first elected Regional Government of Kurdistan, those of us who believe in democracy have 
mapped out our journey and know the destination to which we head. The path has been bumpy - at times 
very bumpy - and sometimes the route has been obscured. On occasion, the journey has faced roadblocks 
including some that we placed for ourselves. But each day, each week, each month, the journey moves ' 
forward - toward that destination of democracy. 

That, to me, is the key. 

Knowing where we want to go - where we insist we must go - and persevering in the pursuit of that 
destination. 

The July election is just the latest ingredient of this fervent desire for democracy, peace and opportunity in 
Iraqi Kurdistan. Decades of oppression and persecution, years of calculated destruction of our homes the 
genocide of our people, and a civil war - all have steeled us with resolve to ensure a better life for our 
children, our grandchildren and our homeland. 

This journey to a democracy is not in a vacuum - it is shaped by the tragedies of the past, the opportunity 
of the present, and the aspirations of the future. 

That is why the world saw so much excitement and passion in the weeks leading up to this election and in 
the turnout for the vote. The people of Iraqi Kurdistan are committed to their vision of the future We 
haveonly had 1 7 years to build the foundations for a democratic society . We all know we have much to 
do. There are many changes to come; just as we have made important progress already so we will 
continue to make progress in the future. 

We also want to see what we have started blossom throughout Iraq. 

Delivery of services, transparency of government and concerns over possible corruption were much talked 
about issues in the campaigns and rallies, and the votes cast at the ballot boxes sent us a clear message - it 
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cannot be business as usual in our approach to tackling these important concerns. 

t J r U a nl S ° T H 6 r nth Wh6n ^ ^ t0 ° k an ° ther ma J° r Ste P t0 ensu ™g * can be even more 
we te P r A ""I u m " ** We ^ a g °° d S overaance ***** a priority To L end 

we teamed with world renowned consultants PriceWaterhouseCoopers to review curren conlfons the 
way our government works and all governance related issues - to help us develop a cS-eyed blun't 

t0 CrUCial iSSU6S ° f g ° 0d S° vemance ' anti-coLptio„ and 

we^mT^fn^ ? aUieS 7 d ^ gQ T 6nemieS ° f dem ° CraCy ' beCaUSe th ^ eat at ™ h of what 
ne m the KRG and those hying m Iraqi Kurdistan desire. They make the public cautious about believing in 

tZxZ^n ^ aUl6S ^ ^ ^ diSmt ^ ate dem ° CratlC P ro ^ ess - and wS 

Good governance is a major pillar to securing our democracy. We are confident the strategy outlined by 
our government will help us tackle this vital issue. y 

Senn^'M? ^r™ ^ h ° W 0Ur S ove ™t serves its people. Compliant with 

X^T^T on gamst CoiTuptlon ' the m g00d govemanc e and tLspare ncy ^ e 

We've made our region safe and secure. We've overcome our internal conflicts. We've established a 
system to provide improved services for our citizens. Now we're moving to guarantee that ah of this 
progress is maintained and built upon. The benefits of this strategy are clarfnd vital for our futoe It will 

Ittll iZ Th r *T Pr ° Perly ' ^ make g ~ more effic ^ - e effect v f 
It will improve the delivery of services to the people of the Kurdistan Region. And it will help improve 

international and domestic confidence and increase investment and job development, while helX to 
raise the living standards of our Region. wiwcneipingto 

This strategy is based on four principles: 

1 tifetr 11 " 6 10 RUlC ° f t0 enSUre ^ n ° ° ne m § 0OTent ' re ^less of position, is above 

2 fl nHT y ^ ° ffi , ciaI ,f Accoun table: to ensure they will act in the interests of the Kurdistan Region 
and its citizens, and will promote those interests above their own, their family or political party 

3. Transparent Government Promotes Kurdistan: to provide citizens with access to information on 
the operations of government, which is indispensible to ensuring that KRG officials remain 
accountable to the voters. 

4 Public Funds Must Always Be Used for Their Intended Purpose. 

The KRG's Good Governance and Transparency Initiative represents tangible evidence that we are not 
adl Sh0 ? COmmgS ' but that we are dually doing something about them. While we work to 

address these issues, it is imperative that we not lose sight of how much progress has been made in a 
remarkably short, yet tumultuous period of time. Qe m a 

We understand that democracy is an evolutionary process, both in Iraq and elsewhere. 

A young America saw political turmoil through trial and error. Only after a few years of uncertainty and 



2/1 1/7010 9-11 o\* 



_ ^://www.crl989.com/Qubad_Talabani_%20MEI_Elections_FINAL.hti 

eventual stability, and a decreased threat from outside, did its leaders produce the Constitution of the 
United States - a document of noble ideals that have been embraced for centuries by freedom-seeking 
people around the world. 

Democracy takes time, and the U.S. is more than aware of this fact. 

In 1963, when Dr. Martin Luther King gave his "I Have A Dream" speech, African- Americans were 
barely able to vote in many parts of this country. Now, 45 years since passage of the 1964 Civil Rights 
Act and 44 years since enactment of the 1965 Voting Rights Act, Americans have elected an African- 
American President. We say that is a huge step for democracy here. It took time, a long way since 1787, 
but it finally happened. 

People are eager to declare that Iraqi Kurdistan has faltered in its journey to build a democracy, that we 
deserve scorn because we are not perfect after 17 years. 

That is nonsense. 

One cannot create a perfect democracy overnight or even in 17 years. If that formula exists, please share 
it with us. When Saddam Hussein's tyranny was finally removed from Iraq, we had to start governing as 
best we could. We had to pick the priorities - what had to be done first - and bide our time until some 
other important measures could be addressed properly. Not with haste, just so we could say we did it, but 
with substance and long-term stability. 

In 2006, when the KRG unity government was formed, we knew our priorities. Stabilize the region and 
increase our security and counterterrorism capabilities to prevent the insurgency that was tearing apart 
much of Iraq from inflicting its destruction in Iraqi Kurdistan. Create a safe haven for all Iraqis fleeing the 
violence - and do it in way that all were taken care of as best as possible. 

That has happened. Without security and safety, nothing else can progress with certainty. So now, other 
priorities can be pursued, with good governance and performing essential services on top of that list. 

Some have chosen to question our delivery of services, noting that it is often below standard and needs 
improving. We know that - and we were just reminded of that fact by our voters! Decades of devastation, 
neglect by former Iraqi regimes, U.N., Iraqi and regional sanctions, and our own mismanagement did not 
give us a level playing field when our journey to democracy took its first steps. 

That is why we began to act long before others wagged their fingers at us. 

As you all know, large scale power generation and water delivery progress cannot be bought off the shelf. 
We have been working for several years to implement effective power and water distribution projects for 
key cities. In 2008, the KRG had to deal with two failing hydroelectric dams, and as a result government- 
generated electricity fell to only three hours a day in the region. 

Of course we found that unacceptable. 
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Today, our energy projects are nearing completion. We will now have more than 18 hours of power in 
major cities throughout the region. 

We know there are 24 hours in a day. But we also know that 1 8 hours is far better than three hours. It is a 
journey. 

Likewise recent completion of a large scale water project in Suleimani complemented a similar project 
completed in 2008 in Erbil. Those projects will combine with existing systems to provide clean water to 
much of the Erbil, Dohuk and Suleimani provinces. So that is also getting better. 

These are significant achievements that have been accomplished by the KRG and Kurdistan's developing 
private sector. They are the fundamental, critical issues that need to be addressed so that those living m 
Iraqi Kurdistan have the basic necessities to start each day with hope and freedom from want. 

Providing such essential services is only part of good governance. While that is going on, we have also 
taken determined steps to strengthen the judiciary and the rule of law - other vital elements needed to 
build a strong democracy. 

In 2008 the judiciary was separated from the rest of the government to create an independent judiciary in 
Iraqi Kurdistan. That judiciary is now learning how to stand on its own feet, to be objective and to uphold 
the rule of law. 

We did this on our own. We knew it was the right thing to do. We took these initiatives because this is part 
of what democracy entails. 

And these are not the only priorities being pursued. A new press freedom law was passed; religious 
freedom was strengthened; health care, Infrastructure, and education reforms are being addressed - and 
many more. We can talk of those another day. 

Now I must say clearly and bluntly that I am not making excuses about the challenges we face in Iraqi 
Kurdistan I am not justifying or rationalizing our less than perfect system, nor am I pretending that 
problems do not exist. I know we have, on occasion, stumbled, made mistakes and misread circumstances, 
and we expect to make more mistakes going forward. 

But these perplexing desires by many to highlight the negative makes us wonder sometimes of what 
people want from us. This is not a question of the glass being half-empty or half-full - to these individuals, 
the glass has a permanent sieve. 

So why are these stories and pontifications, by some scholars and bloggers, talking only of the negative? 
Many of the reasons are clear - lack of true knowledge of what is going on in Iraqi Kurdistan, pure bias, 
and the desire to make a name for one's self by being provocative regardless of accuracy. It has become a 
very successful cottage industry, one whose benefits achieve nothing toward the goal they proclami they 
want - a better democracy in Iraqi Kurdistan or in Iraq. But it serves their personal purposes. 

Most reporters who now cover Iraq have a history of the country that starts in 2003, at best. They know 
little of the past, and almost never visit the Kurdistan Region, let alone spend time there. They do not 
"know Kurdistan." 

It is telling to compare what is written or said by those who know the full story and history - the coverage 
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is remarkably different. This past election proved that - the coverage was detailed and fair, instructive and 
objective. It is time that people truly "know Kurdistan." Our election opened many eyes. We hope that 
minds will also become open. 

There are no shortcuts to democracy. It is hard work, but the destination is worth it. Democracy is the 
toughest political system in the world to achieve because it is the best. In our journey toward democracy, 
we will make mistakes, we will learn from them and hopefully we will not repeat them. And from those 
mistakes - and from the much greater amount that is being done correctly - the foundation for our 
democracy becomes stronger. 

From 2000 to 2005 there was remarkable growth in democratic freedom in Iraqi Kurdistan. It has slowed 
down since then, but it is still moving forward. The July election, among other things, gave it tremendous 
new momentum. 

Difficult issues remain and the journey faces tough terrain. But we are still moving forward. This is not a 
sprint and it should not be. This is the foundation of our future, for our children and grandchildren, for 
Kurdistan, and Iraq. 

At the beginning of these remarks, I quoted Homer's view of the journey and the destination. Homer has 
relevance beyond the statement. It was the Greeks who first developed the principles of democracy that 
the world has built upon. Developed by the Greeks and idealized by Americans, democracy in all its forms 
remains the most promising form of government. We in Iraqi Kurdistan are on that journey to that 
destination of democracy. 

Someday, we will get there. I guarantee it. 

Thank you very much. 
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representatives followed the proceedings ar polling stations across the region as well as through f.^teme^r^exp^ 
mission "A preliminary assessment shows that the elections were held in a relatively competitive environment and were 
SSS out in a secure manner," the EU said. "The high voter turnout shows the commitment of the voters to express their 
political will in a democratic way." 



The Kurdistan Regional Government expresses its deep appreciation for the thousands of Iraqi and international observers as 
weN of the many international organizations, for their assistance with preparations and capacity building for the elections 
process The TkRG go^l was to hav 9 e an election that met the gold standard for freedom, fairness and transparency, and we are 
proud that we exceeded those standards. 
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FINAL RESULTS OF THE JULY 25 ELECTIONS FOR THE 
KURDISTAN REGION OF IRAQ 

Here are the certified results of the Kurdistan Region's presidential and parliamentary elections, as 
released by the Independent High Electoral Commission of Iraq (IHEC). 

A total of 1,819,652 individuals, about 80 per cent of eligible voters, participated in the election. The 
results are as follows: 

Presidential ejection: 

Masoud Barzani, 1266397 votes -69.6% (winner) 
Kamal Mirawdly, 460323 votes - 25.3% 
Hallo Ibrahim Ahmed, 63377 votes - 3.5% 
Ahmed Muhammad Nabi, 18890 votes - 1% 
Husain Garmiyan 10665, votes - 0.6% 

Parliamentary election: 

Kurdistan List, 1076370 votes, 59 parliamentary seats 
Change List, 445024 votes, 25 parliamentary seats 
Reform and Services List, 240842 votes, 13 parliamentary seats 
Islamic Movement, 27147 votes, 2 parliamentary seats 
Freedom and Social Justice, 15028 votes, 1 parliamentary seat 
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Parliamentary Seats reserved for minority groups: 

Turkoman Democratic Movement, 18464 votes, 3 parliamentary seats 

Turkoman Reform List, 7077 votes, 1 parliamentary seat 

Turkoman Erbil List, 3906 votes, 1 parliamentary seat 

Chaldean Assyrian Syriac Council, 10595 votes, 3 parliamentary seats 

Al-Rafidain List, 5690 votes, 2 parliamentary seats 

Aram Shahin Dawood Bakoyian, 4198 votes, 1 parliamentary seat 

For more information please visit www.kurdsvote.com. 
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For immediate release 

DR. BARHAM SALIH. NEW MINISTERS. TAKE OFFICE 

Infrastructure and political priorities outlined for diverse cabinet 



WASHINGTON — A renewed emphasis on education, health, housing, income development and roads will head the priorities of the 
newly installed Kurdistan Regional Government cabinet, Dr. Barham Salih, the new prime minister of the KRG, announced. 



The new cabinet will have 19 ministries, a reduction from 27 ministries and eight ministers without portfolio in the previous cabinet The 
ministers were ratified by the Kurdistan Parliament and took their oaths of office in the presence of Kurdistan Region President Masoud 
Barzani, former Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani, parliament members, Iraqi federal government officials and foreign diplomats. 



The cabinet consists of members of the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), Kurdistan Islamic 
Movement, Chaldean Assyrian Syriac Council and Turkmen parties. The ministers reflect the diverse ethnic and religious traditions in the 
Region, with the Christian, Muslim and Yezidi faiths all represented. 



A senior member of the PUK, Prime Minister Salih heads the sixth Kurdistan Region cabinet since 1 992. Before this appointment, he was 
the Deputy Prime Minister of Iraq from 2005, and the federal Minister of Planning from 2005. Before the liberation of Iraq , he served as 
Prime Minister of the Suleimaniah administration of the Kurdistan Region. 



He pledged that the cabinet would give attention to areas where genocide was committed, such as Halabja, and would work hard for the 
international recognition of the Anfal genocide. He also stressed the Kurdistan region's friendship with Arabs and other communities 
within Iraq and its continual improvement of relations with Turkey , 

Prime Minister Salih takes over from Nechirvan Barzani, who served as the first prime minister of the Kurdistan Region since the 
liberation of Iraq. 



For more information contact KRG-USA: +1.202.797.7575 
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The new Cabinet: 



Prime Minister 



Deputy Prime Minister 



Ministerfor the Interior 

Minister of Finance & the Economy 

Minister of Justice 

Minister of Agriculture and Water Resources 
Minister of Culture and Youth 
Minister of Education 
Minister of Electricity 

Minister of Endowment & Religious Affairs 
Minister of Health 

Minister of Higher Education & Scientific Research 

Minister of Housing and Reconstruction 

Minister of Labor and Social Affairs 

Minister of Martyrs and Victims of Anfal 

Minister of Municipalities and Tourism 

Minister of Natural Resources 

Minister of Peshmerga Affairs 

Minister of Planning 

Minister of Trade and Industry 

Minister of Transport and Communications 

Head of the Department of Foreign Relations 



Abdul Karim Sultan Sinjari (Karim Sinjari) 

Bayiz Saeed Mohammad Talabany 

Raouf Rashid Abdulrahman 

Jamil Sieiman Haider 

Kawa Mahmoud Shakir 

Safin Muhsin Mohammad Amin Dizayee 

To be named 

Kamil Ali Aziz 

Taher Abdullah Hussein Hawrami 
Dlawer A. A. Ala'Aldeen 
Kamaran Ahmed Abdullah 
Ms Asos Najib Abdullah 
Majid Hamad Amin Jamil 
Samir Abdullah Mustafa 

Abdullah Abdulrahman Abdullah (Ashti Hawrami) 

Jafar Mustafa Ali 

Ali Osman Haji Badri Sindi 

S inan Abdulkhalq Ahmed Chalabi 

Anwar Jabali Sabo * 

Falah Mustafa Bakir 
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Turkish officials make historic visit to Erbil 

Meetings, dinner produce pledges of cooperation on Iraqi Kurdistan-Turkey issues 

Turkey will open a diplomatic consulate in Erbil, the capital of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI), as part of the increased political and 
economic cooperation between the longtime neighbors. 

The future consulate was announced by Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmed Davutoglu, who visited the KRI on Friday as part of Ankara's 
efforts to end a conflict with Kurdish rebels based across its southern border. Davutogiu's visit to Erbil was the first by a Turkish minister 
to the region and he said he felt right at home. 

"it's high time for everyone to take bold steps," Davutoglu said. "Arabs, Turks, Kurds, Shiites and Sunnis, we will all together rebuild the 
Middle East." 

Davutoglu was joined by Turkish Trade Minister Zafer Caglayan and a delegation of around 70 officials and businessmen, who were met 
at Erbil international Airport by the Kurdistan Regional Government's Prime Minister Barham Salih and Iraq's Foreign Minister Hoshyar 
Zebari. 

Turkish businesses already overwhelmingly account for the number of new investors in the KRI since the region was liberated in 2003. 
To highlight the growing ties, Turkey announced it would open two new border crossings with Iraq. 

Turkish-Iraqi ties have gathered steam since the two nations formed a joint committee with the United States in November 2008 to 
discuss and act upon joint security issues. The committee meets every two months to exchange intelligence and to coordinate security 
measures against cross-border attacks and related concerns. 

Masoud Barzani, the president of the KRI, hosted a dinner for the Turkish delegation and praised their visit "The decision to open a 
consulate general in Erbil is an extremely positive development for the region," President Barzani said. "Turkey's role is important for the 
future of the region and the future growth of economic ties. The region of Kurdistan plays the role of a bridge for Iraq as this region is one 
with stability." 

For more information contact KRG-USA: +1.202.797.7575 
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KRG-US <us@krg.org> 
To: us@krg.org 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 



Kurdistan Regional Government of Eraq Representative to the U.S. Addresses 
Rhodes College in Memphis 

Qubad Talabani Discusses Future of Iraq as American Troops Depart 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. , 20 November 2009 - Wednesday night, November 18, in a speech to Rhodes ^^J^^ato^, 
the Kurdistan Regional Government of Iraq (KRG) Representative to the United States, del rvered a lecture entflec l ira . As 
U.S. Forces Stand Down, Who is Standing Up." Mr. Talabani discussed how to ensure that sacrifices made by Americans in 
Iraq will lead to a democratic and stable country. 

"Who is standing up [in Iraq]?" asked Mr. Talabani. "We in the Kurdistan Region are. We are capable to leac I Iraq to a new 
era, as we have proven. We overcame our internal conflicts to establish a Regional government that united the war ng 
political parties. We have worked hard to secure our area from the scourge of terrorism and extremism. We are proud today 
that not one American has been killed, injured in combat or kidnapped in the Kurdistan Region. 

One of the most notable achievements in the Kurdistan Region came this past July when there was a historic set of elections 
for the Region's president and Parliament, which were hailed by international organizations and observers as free ana fair. 

. "The Kurdistan Region showed the rest of Iraq and the world what we all knew: that we know how to take strong steps to 
^ake our country better — that we know how to stand up for democracy," Mr. Talabani said. 

r. Talabani, who was invited to Rhodes College by David Romano, Assistant Professor of the Department of International 
idies, also addressed the pro-business environment that is taking hold in the Kurdistan Region. 

market oriented policies and visions have turned the Kurdistan Region into an attractive investment environment," said 
ibani. "We are working on a robust transparency and good governance strategy, which will give us the tools to combat 
*n and improve and make more transparent, our procurement and tendering procedures, while streamlining our 
I 3cy," Mr. Talabani added. 
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Bill Rice <bill.rice@krg.org> 

To: us@krg.org 

The University of Arizona 
Critical Language Series 
Three New CLS DVD-ROM Titles 

PRESS RELEASE 
Tucson, Arizona, USA 

sss: ■issssasssssssssssr''--- 

• Beginning Kurmanji Kurdish 

• Intermediate Ukrainian 

• Advanced Turkish . 

rSStS M^^-^&iona, Lan g ua g e Programs. 
Our new web-baseu courseware ~V S ^ 

^■SBfSSSii- .ossarv. A 6. m on,b subsonpbon . ,79.95. 

• , ki mho r 90 52 at th= ACTFL conference in San Diego at booth T1 5. 
We will demonstrate these new matenals November 20-22 at th~ ACT 

http://www.criticallanguagessenes.org. 

For questions please contact brill@u.arizona.edu 
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PRESS RELEASES 
KRG.org 10:35:05 13 Aug. 2009 

KRG's US Representative says Kurdistan rose to the challenge of free and fair 
elections 

Washington, US - (KRG.org) - The 
Kurdistan Regional Government's 
Representative to the US on Tuesday 
said that the Kurdistan Region 
successfully held free, fair and vibrant 
elections, and will continue on the path 
of democratic self-governance. Mr 
Qubad Talabani addressed an audience 
of some 100 policy makers and 
academics at the Middle East Institute I 
(MEI), a non-governmental organisation! 
that fosters understanding of the Middle I 
East among Americans. 

Mr Talabani said, "We were challenged 
by some to achieve the 'gold standard' 
in elections. We accepted that challenge 

- and we delivered. We have achieved » Qubad Talabani, KRG's US 
much in our experiment in democratic Representative 
self governance - and of course there is 
much more to achieve. And we intend to achieve it." 
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Mr Talabani talked of the open and competitive vote that re-elected Massoud Barzani . 
to the presidency with 69 percent, while electing to the parliament a broad and diverse | 
representation from all sectors of the Kurdistan Region's society. 

"Now, there will be an even more vibrant opposition within the Kurdistan 
parliament," he said. "We all expect vigorous debate and there certainly will be new 
dynamics within the KRG and throughout Iraqi Kurdistan." 

Mr Talabani noted that the election was praised as transparent by the Independent 
High Electoral Commission of Iraq. Independent organisations including the United 
Nations Assistance Mission in Iraq, the US Embassy in Baghdad, the Presidency of 
the European Union and the Kurdish-American Congressional Caucus, the Arab 
League delegation and diplomats accredited to Iraq also commended the Kurdistan 
Region's election process. At least 30 percent of the new parliament will be female - ; 
percentage greater than any regional or national government in the Middle East, 
North America and most of Europe. 

Mr Talabani also spoke about the recently launched KRG Strategy on Good 
Governance and Transparency, a programme aimed at preventing corruption within 
government. He said, "We made the good governance initiative a priority. To that 
end, we teamed up with world renowned consultants PriceWaterhouseCoopers to 
review current conditions, the way our government works and all governance related 
issues. This helped us develop a clear-eyed, blunt critique and action plan to address 
the crucial issues of good governance, anti-corruption and transparency." 

Mr Talabani also discussed how the Kurdistan Region in Iraq still has steps to 
undertake before becoming a mature democracy. While after 1992 until recently 
security was the main focus, today with a stable society the government has the 
opportunity to institute a full and flourishing democracy. 

Read Mr 1 aiabani's speec h at the MEI. 
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PRESS RELEASES 

KRG.org 12:50:51 28 Sep. 2009 . 
Head of Foreign Relations meets US officials in Washington 

Washington DC, US (KRG.org) - 
Kurdistan Regional Government Head 
of Foreign Relations Minister Falah 
Mustafa Bakir on Friday concluded his 
week-long visit to Washington DC, 
where he met with American officials, 
academics and business leaders, 
working to bolster ties with the US and 
to encourage investment in the 
Kurdistan Region. 

"The people of the Kurdistan Region arel 
committed to strengthening our 
relationship with the United States, Mr y 
Bakir said "We believe the US must 
remain engaged to ensure that all of Iraq UJLudBSifa. 

'^!££&££o* happen if the federal constituta of Iraq, to 
which the Kurdistan Regional Government is committed, is upheld. 

Durin« the visit, Mr Bakir met several members of Congress, representatives from the 
Departments of State, Defense, Commerce, the National Secunty 
of the Vice President, the Chamber of Commerce, several think tanks and the media. 
He raised awareness with officials and addressed overall security concerns ; m Iraq, 
and the recent Kurdistan Region's elections and socioeconomic development. 

"Following Vice President Biden's recent trip to the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, 
Minister Bakir's visit to the US demonstrates the importance of our continued 
"u with America", said Mr Qubad Talabani, the KRG s Representative to the 
US who accompanied him at the meetings. "We wanted to reiterate our support for 
the normalisation of relations between the US and Iraq and we look forward to 
playing an important role, as the KRG, in that normalisation process. 

In a briefing with members of the media, Mr Bakir said that Kurdistan is open for 
business and that a free market economy will be the driving force behind the 
Kurdistan Region's continued growth, stability and prosperity. In addition, he talked 
of measures that have been instituted to encourage transparency and good 
aovernance. Mr Bakir also encouraged investment in environmental reams traction, 
Structure, housing, agriculture, mdustry and banking and finance sectors. 
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PRESS RELEASES 
KRG.org 17:31:55 23 Oct. 2009 

KRG delegation tells US business leaders Kurdistan is open for business 

Washington DC, United States of 
America (KRG.org) - A high level 
delegation from the Kurdistan Regional 
Government (KRG) participated in a 
two-day conference in Washington this 
week promoting investment and 
increased economic activity between 
Iraq and the United States. 

The Iraqi delegation, headed by Iraqi 
Prime Minister Nouri Al-Maliki, 
included strong representation from the 

KRG, including Chairman of the Kurdistan Board of Investment Mr Herish 
Muharam; Minister for Planning Mr Osman Shwani; Minister for Electricity Mr 
Hoshyar Srwatly; Minister for Water Resources Mr Tahsin Qadir; and the three 
governors Mr Tamar Ramadan (Dohuk), Mr Nawzad Hadi (Erbil) and Mr Dana 
Ahmed Majeed (Suleimania). 

"The Kurdistan Region is open for business and should be considered a gateway for 
any investors doing business in Iraq," Mr Muharam of the Investment Board told the 
conference. "Participation in conferences like this gives us an opportunity to highlight 
the investor-friendly climate of the Kurdistan Region and discuss all the business 
potential that exists." He added, "We cannot do this alone." 

The conference's keynote address was delivered by U.S. Secretary of State Ms 
Hillary Clinton who outlined the priorities the U.S. has in Iraq: "First, working to aid 
the Iraqi Government in its efforts to promote national unity and resolve political 
conflicts such as disputes over Kirkuk. Second, we will support Iraq's efforts to build 
strong relationships with its neighbours in the region. Third, we will promote the I 
return and resettlement of Iraq, refugees and internally displaced people, a critical It 
step for healing society. And fourth, we will support Iraq's economic development SSLi'M ■ 
and full integration into the global economy." 

The US.-Iraq Business and Investment Conference (USIBIC), co-hosted by the U S 
Charnber of Commerce and the National Investment Council of Iraq is part of 
broader U.S. policy to normalise relations with Iraq and strengthen'economic 
partnerships as a way to foster democracy and federalism. The conference focused on 
12 industry sectors: agriculture, banking and finance, defence, electricity health 
education, telecommunications, housing and construction, industry oil and »as ' 
tourism, and transportation. During breakout sessions, members of the KRg" ' 
delegation provided detailed overviews of particular sectors and discussed the 
investment needs. 

Erbil Governor Mr Hadi said, "The success of Kurdistan-Region to rapidly develop its 
infrastructure and business community reinforces the necessity for federalism in Iraq 
which should clearly be strengthened to encourage further prosperity and opportunity 
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More than 900 companies participated in the conference from October 19 to 21 in 
Washington. In addition to Secretary Clinton, speakers included Prime Minister 
Ma iki and U.S. National Security Advisor General James Jones. The Iraq delegation 
included several ministers from the federal and regional governments, including the 
KKG and other provinces, and members of the Iraqi parliament. 

"Business-to-business relationships form the foundation of enduring bonds between 
nations and are particularly important for the future of our relationship with the U S " 
said Mr Qubad Talabani, KRG Representative to the U.S. "Indeed increased 
economic development will only serve to ensure the sacrifices made by Americans in 
Iraq will lead to a free and prosperous country." 
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PRESS RELEASES 
K RG.org 00:55:38 24 Dec. 2009 

Senior KRG delegation meets US officials, business leaders and diaspora 

Washington, US (KRG.org) - Dr Fuad 
Hussein, Chief of Staff to President 
Barzuni of the Kurdistan Region and 
Minister Falah Mustafa Bakir, Head of 
the Department of Foreign Relations of 
the Kurdistan Regional Government 
(KRG), concluded their week long visit 
to Washington DC and Detroit, 
Michigan. 

The delegation, accompanied by the 
KRG's Representative to the US Qubad 
Talabany, met US Administration 
officials, Congressional Members, 
members of the American business 

communities, think tanks and the media to discuss the latest developments in Iraq and 
the Kurdistan Region. 

Topics discussed during the meetings included implementation of Article 140 - the 
roadmap to resolving the status of the disputed territories - the need for a general 
census to be held in Iraq, the upcoming national elections, and the need for the swift 
formation of a post-election government. The delegation reaffirmed the KRG's 
commitment to advance the democratic process in Iraq along with its long-held 
position to resolve issues through political dialogue. The delegation also expressed 
appreciation to the US for its willingness to work with all Iraqi parties to resolve 
outstanding political problems facing the country. 

Dr Hussein said, "We are pleased the US has reaffirmed its commitment towards long 
-term relations with Iraq and the Kurdistan Region. We are committed to maintaining 
a strong relationship with the United States, which we believe must remain engaged 
in Iraq to help us emerge from the current situation to become a democratic state." He 
added, "A lot of progress has been made, but there are still a number of conflicts - 
including the disputed territories and Article 140, oil revenue sharing and the 
universal adherence to the Iraq federal constitution - that need to be addressed if we 
are to ensure long term stability in Iraq." . 

In talks with business leaders, the delegation stated the Kurdistan Region's desire to 
forge greater partnerships with the US business community, and outlined the many 
possibilities to be part of the Region's economic growth. Minister Falah Mustafa 
Bakir said, "Great economic opportunities exist in the Kurdistan Region. We want the 
US business community to partner with us, as so many other international firms from 
Europe and the Middle East have done, as we develop critical sectors such as 
agriculture, industry and tourism." 

During the visit, the delegation travelled to Detroit, Michigan, where they met with 
members of the Chaldean and broader Iraqi community. The Detroit area hosts the 
largest population of Chaldean-Assyrian-Syriacs outside of Iraq. 
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"Meeting Iraq's diverse Diaspora is essential to strengthening bonds and partnerships 
that could translate into better cooperation and understanding on the ground," said 
Qubad Talabany. "The Kurdistan Region has become a safe-haven for targeted 
groups, however we know that more needs to be done to strengthen national 
institutions that could better protect all ethnic and religious groups in Iraq." he added 
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* PRESS RELEASES 
KRG.org 10:35:05 13 Aug. 2009 

KRG's US Representative says Kurdistan rose to the challenge of free and fair 
elections 

Washington, US - (KRG.org) - The 
Kurdistan Regional Government's 
Representative to the US on Tuesday 
said that the Kurdistan Region 
successfully held free, fair and vibrant 
elections, and will continue on the path 
of democratic seif-govemance. Mr 
Qubad Talabani addressed an audience 
of some 100 policy makers and 
academics at the Middle East Institute 
(MEI), a non-governmental organisation 
that fosters understanding of the Middle 
East among Americans. 

Mr Talabani said, "We were challenged 
by some to achieve the 'gold standard' 
in elections. We accepted that challenge 
- and we delivered. We have achieved 
much in our experiment in democratic 
self governance - and of course there is 
much more to achieve. And we intend to achieve it 
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Mr Talabani talked of the open and competitive vote that re-elected Massoud Barzani 
to the presidency with 69 percent, while electing to the parliament a broad and diverse 
representation from all sectors of the Kurdistan Region's society. 

"Now, there will be an even more vibrant opposition within the Kurdistan 
parliament," he said. "We all expect vigorous debate and there certainly will be new 
dynamics within the KRG and throughout Iraqi Kurdistan." 

Mr Talabani noted that the election was praised as transparent by the Independent 
High Electoral Commission of Iraq. Independent organisations including the United 
Nations Assistance Mission in Iraq, the US Embassy in Baghdad, the Presidency of 
the European Union and the Kurdish-American Congressional Caucus, the Arab 
League delegation and diplomats accredited to Iraq also commended the Kurdistan 
Region's election process. At least 30 percent of the new parliament will be female - 
percentage greater than any regional or national government in the Middle East, 
North America and most of Europe. 

Mr Talabani also spoke about the recently launched KRG Strategy on Good 
Governance and Transparency, a programme aimed at preventing corruption within 
government. He said, "We made the good governance initiative a priority. To that 
end, we teamed up with world renowned consultants PriceWaterhouseCoopers to 
review current conditions, the way our government works and all governance related 
issues. This helped us develop a clear-eyed, blunt critique and action plan to address 
the crucial issues of good governance, anti-corruption and transparency." 

Mr Talabani also discussed how the Kurdistan Region in Iraq still has steps to 
undertake before becoming a mature democracy. While after 1992 until recently 
security was the main focus, today with a stable society the government has the 
opportunity to institute a full and flourishing democracy. 
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« PRESS RELEASES 
KRG org 1 7:3 1:55 23 Oct. 2009 

KRG delegation tells US business leaders Kurdistan is open for business 

Washington IX, United States of 
America (KRG.org) - A high level 
delegation from the Kurdistan Regional 
Government (KRG) participated in a 
two-day conference in Washington this 
week promoting investment and 
increased economic activity between 
Iraq and the United States. 

The Iraqi delegation, headed by Iraqi 
Prime Minister Nouri AI-Maliki, 
included strong representation from the 

KRG, including Chairman of the Kurdistan Board of investment Mr Herish 
Muharam; Minister for Planning MrOsman Shwani; Minister for Electricity Mr 
Hoshyar Siwaily; Minister for Water Resources Mr Tahsin Qadir; and the three 
governors Mr Tamar Ramadan (Dohuk), Mr Nawzad Hadi (Erbil) and Mr Dana 
Ahmed Majeed (Suleimania). 

"The Kurdistan Region is open for business and should be considered a gateway for 
any investors doing business in Iraq," Mr Muharam of the Investment Board told the 
conference. "Participation in conferences like this gives us an opportunity to highlight 
the investor-friendly climate of the Kurdistan Region and discuss all the business 
potential that exists." He added, "We cannot do this alone." 

The conference's keynote address was delivered by U.S. Secretary of State Ms 
Hillary Clinton who outlined the priorities the U.S. has in Iraq: "First, working to aid 
the Iraqi Government in its efforts to promote national unity and resolve political 
conflicts, such as disputes over Kirlcuk. Second, we will support Iraq's efforts to build 
strong relationships with its neighbours in the region. Third, we will promote the 
return and resettlement of Iraqi refugees and internally displaced people, a critical 
step for healing society. And fourth, we will support Iraq's economic development 
and full integration into the global economy." 

The U.S.-Iraq Business and Investment Conference (USIBIC), co-hosted by the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce and the National Investment Council of Iraq, is part of 
broader U.S. policy to normalise relations with Iraq and strengthen" economic 
partnerships as a way to foster democracy and federalism. The conference focused on 
12 industry sectors: agriculture, banking and finance, defence, electricity, health, 
education, telecommunications, housing and construction, industry, oil and gas, 
tourism, and transportation. During breakout sessions, members of the KRG 
delegation provided detailed overviews of particular sectors and discussed the 
investment needs. 

Erbil Governor Mr Hadi said, "The success of Kurdistan Region to rapidly develop its 
iirfrastructure and business community reinforces the necessity for federalism in Iraq, 
which should clearly be strengthened to encourage further prosperity and opportunity 
for all." 

More than 900 companies participated in the conference from October 19 to 21 in 
Washington. In addition to Secretary Clinton, speakers included Prime Minister 
Maliki and U.S. National Security Advisor General James Jones. The Iraq delegation 
included several ministers from the federal and regional governments, including the 
KRG and other provinces, and members of the Iraqi parliament. 

"Business-to-business relationships form the foundation of enduring bonds between 
nations and are particularly important for the future of our relationship with the U.S., 
said Mr Qubad Talabani, KRG Representative to the U.S. "Indeed, increased 
economic development will only serve to ensure the sacrifices made by Americans in 
Iraq will lead to a free and prosperous country." 
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* PRESS RELEASES 
K RG.org 00:55:38 24 Dec. 2009 

Senior KRG delegation meets US officials, business leaders and diaspora 

Washington, US (KRG.org) - Dr Fuad 
Hussein, Chief of Staff to President 
Barzani of the Kurdistan Region and 
Minister Falah Mustafa Bakir, Head of 
the Department of Foreign Relations of 
the Kurdistan Regional Government 
(KRG), concluded their week long visit 
to Washington DC and Detroit, 
Michigan. 

The delegation, accompanied by the 
KRG's Representative to the US Qubad 
Talabany, met US Administration 
officials, Congressional Members, 
members of the American business 
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